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MINUTES OF A DISTRICT MEETING 


HELD AT ST. HELENS, ON SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH, 1865. 


(Reported by Elder Septimus Sears.) 


Present on the Stand—Of the First 
Presidency, Daniel H. Wells; Elders 
Septimus Sears, President of the Liver- 
pool Conference, and John V. Hood, 
of the MILLENNIAL Star Office. 

After singing and prayer, brother 
Sears called on the Branch Presidents 
to report the condition of their re- 
spective Branches. Six Branches 
were reported — namely, St. Helens, 
Southport, Billinge, Upholland, Wigan 
and Ditton; all appeared to be in a 
healthy and thriving condition. The 
Priesthood and Saints were united in 
striving to advance the Work, open 
air preaching had not been neglected, 
while indoor meetings were regularly 
kept up, and some few were embra- 
cing the Gospel. 

President Wells expressed himself 

leased with the reports which had 
bean siven, and the feeling manifested 
amongst the Saints. It did him good 
while travelling in’ these lands, to 
find the people in possession of the 


same spirit as those in that land where 
the Gospel had been revealed, and 
where the living oracles of God were 
gathering the faithful to. Reasoned 
on the necessity of a practical obedi- 
ence to the principles of truth, and 
the importance of acting up to the in- 
structions of the servants of God; 
showed that through dependence — 
his own strength or talent, and for- 
getfulness of the knowledge and wis- 
dim to be gained by the cultivation 
of the fruits of the Spirit, man’s nn- 
derstanding often became so darkened, 
that he found faults in the teachings or 
actions of the Priesthood, and in nine 
cases out of ten, such acourse resulted 
in complete apostacy. Said, th 
through taking a proper course, an 
receiving line upon line and p 

upon precept, mens’ intelligence wou 
gradually develop, until they became 
perfect, even as their Father in héa- 
ven was perfect. | 


Meeting adjourned until 2.30 p.m.” 
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After singing an yer, and the 
administration of tbe El- 

der John. V. Hood addressed the 
meetin He showed the importance 
of the ent ; said it was as neces- 
sary for the sustenance and growth of 
the spirit, as food was for the natural 
body. Spoke of the design for which 
it was instituted, as an ordinance by 
which the people of God were to re- 
member the sufferings of Christ, and 
look forward unto h’s second advent, 
when he would reign King of Saints. 
Certain principles were necessary for 
the establishment of the kingdom of 
God upon the earth, modern Christi- 
anity had proved itself unable to cope 
with existing evils, or to evangelize 
the world, and nothing short of im- 
mediate revelation from heaven, con- 
veyed through the channel of the 
Holy Priesthood, would teach men 
what was necessary as a preparation 
for the millennial reign of peace and 
righteousness. Reasoned from the 
prophecies, as to the nature of the 
second advent of Jesus, and the results 
attendant upon the establishment of 
the Gospel—namely, a freedom granted 
unto man not only from spiritual, but 
also physical evil, the redemption of 
this earth from the thraldom of Satan, 
ahd its purification and fitness as an 
eternal abode for the righteous. 
Showed that the Laterday Saints 
were striving to reclaim the earth, and 
building a Temple to the Lord, so 
that Zion might be built up and the 
nations begin ‘o know God, and wor- 
ship him aright in spirit and ih truth. 

Meeting adjourned until 6 p.m. 


6 p.m. 

After singing and prayer, Kider 8. 
Sears showed that the Gospel taught 
by the Latter-day Saints, differed very 
materially from all other systems of 
religion now extant. While many 
were in doubt as to the divinity of 
their religious tenets, the Saints could 

forth strong in the knowledge that 
God had established his kingdom upon 
the earth. Said that the Lord 


again, amidst all the learning and 
superstition of sent forth men 
owed with the Holy Priesthood 


and the spirit of prophecy, had opened 
the heavens, and truth had again been 


MINUTES OF A DISTRICT MEETING. — 
sent forth. Showed that nothing buf 


a thorough knowledge could have en- 
abled .men tw go forth to confront the 
opposition which met them on every 
hand, and had it not been for the 
knowledge that the hingdom they re- 
presented would eventually overcome 
all others, they could not have borne 
up under the contumely which had 
been heaped upon them. Showed 
that while ministers were engaged in 
establishing Bible Societies, and send- 
ing men forth to introduce Christianity 
amongst heathen nations, they were 


infidel. at home, worshiping a Being 


whose nature.they could not compre- 
hend, notwithstanding all the boasted 
learning gatheted from their universi- 
ties, but that through the Gospel the 
Saints had a knowledye of, and had 


learned how to approach Him ac- — 


ceptably and aright. 
President Wells then arose and said, 


If the religion of the Latter-day Saints - 


be true, the religion of the present 
day can do mankind no goud. In the 


Gospel there are ordinances, but they 


can only be attended to by proper 
aathorities, and unless they are per- 
formed in a proper manner, no bene- 
ficial results can follow. All sectarian 
preachers will.tell you they have the 
truth, at the same time deny one of 
the first principles of the primitive 
Church—namely, baptism, and say it 
is quite un , that you can be 
saved without it. Ministers may 


teach morality, and in this manner de . 


good, but, as to the ordinances of the 
Gospel, they ean do nothing unless 
duly authorized. ‘‘No man,” saith 
the A 
hi , but he that is called of God 
as was Aaron,” and all conversant with 
the Bible know that he was called by 
revelation. The angel has again re- 
vealed the Gospel, and men have the 
right to act in the name of the Lord, 
and no one can leyally administer 
in the ordinances of the house of 


God without revelation. The Christ-. 


ians have done away with those things, 
without which the people can never 


be perfected, but we have had them 


restored again. Some lament because 
they were not living in the days of 

re esus, while. are perse- 
cuting those whom ie Lord sends 


tle, ‘‘taketh this bonor unto - 
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now with the same truths | 


which he tanght, Every time I open 


the Bible, it confirms me in my re- 
ligion ‘more and more. Tt is a 


_ book, but cannot authorize men to 


in the ordinances of heaven, it can énly 
tell them of blessings ofce enjoyed ; 
at the same tinie it furnishes us with 
arguments to confute all the sy 
and vain philosophy of the preseritda 
The earth lies under darkness ind 


condemnation, because’ inhabi- 


tants have tranégreased the laws, 
changed the ordinance, ahd broken 
the everlasting covenant.” The world 
knows nothing of the order of ‘the 
Priesthood, and cannot know it ex- 
cept it be revealed to them. The] 
kingdom of God has now seen its 
weakest days. It never has .waned 
singe its. first establishment, when the | 
anvel appeared to Joseph, and it never | 
ecrease in power, but increase 
until it fills the whole earth. It is a 
temporal], as well as a spiritual work 
and should absorb the attention of a 
those who embrace it. We wish that 
it should do this. We are going to 
build up Zion, and a Temple in which 
can be performed ordinances for the 


| this w 


cannot be to, 

ina house bul for that 
also do by 

the Saints I will say, faithtnl 


live so that have the favor of 


and his 8 te to light up you? minds... 
She things testimon thas 
t eh here to-d ome. 
true, and you have had 
tell yon so. Is from my own em © 
perience, as I havé@ listened 
many times before embracing the. 
1, and know how honest people feel 
thank God that I am inh tan 
Let us not be ashamed of Jesus, or he . 
will be ashamed of us when he comes. - 
Be faithful, and then you will preserve 
your identity through a never-ending ~ 


eternity, and to your inerease there. - 


will be no end. TI have felt well im 
bee midst to-day, the Spirit of God 
been here, and I b gly Ay 
name of the Lord. Amen. 
The meetings were well attended. 


at the different services, and haying . a 


been advertized, a number of strangers 
were present, who listened attentively 
to the various addresses given. 


POWER ACOOMPANYIN @ THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS. 


BY BLDER LORENZO D, RUDD. 


In all ages of the world, when the 
Lord has had a people on the earth, 
through strictly obeying his com- 
mandmenis, they have been blessed 
with great power, and gifts and bles- 
sings have fullowed them. The sick 


free been healed, the eyes ef the blind 


ned, the ears of the eaf unstopped, 

the violence of fire uenched, armies 
of the alien put to fight, and prison 
walls fallen, and this has been from_ 
the days of Adam down to the last 
Apostle who lived upon the earth. 

In reasuning according to analogy, 
we would consider that the ‘same 


eauses would produce the same effects} 


in all ages of world, and the bles- 
sings granted to men in the 


le 


ing, but that biscours 


he is nota of 


is one eternal ‘round, the same yeates- 
day, to-day, and forever. Thi 


true, what hinders: the world. from i 
reevl the same powerto-day? We | 


answer, Nothing, but a lack of 


works and faith im God and his legit 


mate authori 


ing , We say we 
the Lord thems 
unless we exercise faith and 


should stir up the org generation | our 


to lay hold with faith the | 
Father anto his! 
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hold with faith upon-the promises 
made; and the same has been in all 


when the Lord has had a people | 


on the earth, which still adds to the 
testimony that God is not a respecter 
of persons. 

e past clearly shows the power of 
sin over the hearts of fallen man, 
when they have satisfied themselves 
with a belief in dead Prophets, and 
sought to destroy the living; and to 
believe thus in dead authority, and 
reject the living, is a medium through 
which Satan works to accomplish his 
purposes. As long as the Priesthood 
were permitted to live on the earth, 
the power of God attended them in all 
their administrations; but, when 
the man of sin was revealed, who 
overcame the power of God, destroyed 
his living oracles, and set himself up 
as god, through the course of time the 
people began to build churches to the 
memory of those their fathers slew, 
and rejected the testimony of those 
who claimed to be their successors. 
it is sad to reflect upon these facts, 
nevertheless they are true. To see 
the superstition and priestcraft esta- 
blished by the man of sin, and then 
take a glance at the condition of the 
world when God’s authority was on 
the earth, shows a very great contrast, 
acd, to the reflecting mind, it is as- 
tonishing that this generation, after 
having the history of the past, will 
also kill the Prophets, and garnish 
the sepulchres of the dead oracles 
of heaven. Woe be unto the wicked 
of this generation, for as they have 
the history of the past, even from the 
beginning, greater will be their con- 
demnation. If they will read the 
Scriptures with a prayerful heart, and 
give heed unto the whisperings of the 
still small voice of the Spirit, no man 
need be deceived, for the way is plain 


WILL IT SAVE THE PEOPLE ? 


generation who have 
had their minds enlightened by the 
wer of God, know of a truth that 
ght has once more dawned upon the 


children of men, and that the end of 


Satan’s reign is near at hand ; and 
having this knowledge, the should 
be up and doing, girding on the armor 
of faith, and contending manfully 
against the powers of Satan, that their 
garments may be clean from the blood 
of this generation. The Lord himself, 
and his holy Prophets and Apostles, 
< of the power of God which 
should be made manifest in the last 
days. Signs foretell that the coming 
of the Son of Man in power and great 
glory is near at bind, when wicked- 
ness wi'l be destroyed ; but previous 
to that time, we look for a mighty 
effort to be made by Satan to over- 
come the power of God, everything 
that can be shaken will then be 
shaken, and none but the pure in 
heart will stand. 

As we have a knowledge of our holy 
calling, let us live to have an increase 
of the ae of God, that it may 
supersede the power of Satan, and 
that the Lord may work through us 
to the overthrow and utter banish- 
ment of sin and iniquity from the 
earth. The Lord will have servants 
through whom he can work, and if 
they are faithful, he has said unto 
them, ‘‘ With you, my servants, I will 
rend their kingdoms, and will not only 
shake the earth, but the starry hea- 
vens shall tremble.” 


WILL IT SAVE THE PEOPLE? 
BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON. 


of | ample and prece 
ese | sistent, honorable and upright man- 


We are al] aware that the du 
God’s servants who labor in 
lands, is to teach those whom they 
are sent to minister unto, both by ex- 


t, to walk in a con- 


ner whilst living in this country, and 
show them the necessity of gathering 


388 
from the beginning, and a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not err there- 
Aves (in. ‘It is only when mankind suffer 
superstition and tradition to take the , 
| place of reflection and reason, that 
: their minds become darkened on the 
things of God. 
| 
| | 
| 
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WILL IT SAVE THE PEOPLE? 


ible: to the Zion of 


as speedily as 
our God. ten in witnessing the 
distress experienced by some of the 


were 
might enable all 


the appointed assembling 
God’s 


conclusion that to pursue this course 
(had we the means to do se), would 
not be acting strictly in accordance 
with common sense and sound judg- 
ment, as it would not, in very many 
instances, be attended with beneficial 
results to the people themsélves. In 
all our dealings with those who have 
been given into our watch-care, let us 
be certain that our course will be one 
which is calculated to save them. 
The leaders of this Church have shown 
us, by their example, one great and 


important truth, which it would be 


well for all of us‘ to understand — 
namely, that it is far more charitable 
and truly benevolent to assist others 
to help themselves, than to assist 
them entirely independent of their 
own exertions. The first course does 
- not develop the energies of those 
assisted, whereas the latter is calcu- 
lated to implant, or cause to grow 
within them, a portion of that self- 
helping principle which is an essential 
‘element in the character of a true 
Saint of God. What gratification it 
gives to the philanthrophic and bene- 
volent, to see that after the people 
have been striving and struggling 
with all their might for the attain- 
ment of some righteous object, such 
as gathering to Zion, and their way 
seems hedged up on every side, look- 
ing as if they would have to drag out 
another year’s existence in 
Babylon, suddenly the dark clouds 
which hovered around them turn over, 


bringing to view the silver lining 
whic so long been hid from 
sight. Perhaps some relative sends 


them means to emigrate, or, perchance 
the servants of God, seeing their good 
works, are the instruments in the 
hands of the Lord in opening up their 
way. It is truly tifying to see 
_ God’s promises to the widow and the 

father thus fulfilled ; and in snch 
cases as these, it is indeed saving to 
help, because, in the first instance 


saving of 


they endeavored to"hel 
in the second they 
were helpless; . _ 

those under our watch-care going in a 


stead of diminishing, it in the least. 
The course most likely to produce this 


effect, would be to keep up a contintal 


rotest such a. feeling, week 
After w and month after month, 
until in all likelihood they would be- 
come as accustomed to the sound, as 
the blacksmith to the ringing of the 
hammer on the anvil, and mayhep 
feel as indifferent wher the sound was 
in their ears, as when all was still and 
quiet; yet the principles of truth can- 
not be too often preached to the peo- 
ple, and the same principles are capa- 
le of being shown to them in to many 
different aspects, that there is no 
necessity for the servants of God, 
neither to weary the people by con- 
tinually talking in the same strain, nor - 
in their zeal to keep them alive, lay- 
ing aside the exposition of any princi- 
ple before it has been firmly rooted 
and established in their minds, and 
flying to others which might perhaps 
so beneficial, metimes, 
again, in order to save 
they are going in @ wrong ion, 
it is occasionally necessary for the ser- 
vants of God to give one strong, ener- 
getic pull the other way, so as to 
create a reaction, and bring them 
along half way, and get them to pur- 
sue the medium course; but, in 
these things, we must Lo aye 
that unerring spirit of wisdom w 
t is essentially necessary, im order 
to bless and benefit the people, that 
we have influence and power with ~ 
them, by gaining their love, confidence 
and respect. There is a feeling which 
is natural to man, which causes im . 
to desire the good wishes of his fellows, 
which ‘desire is in itself laudable 
enough, if we seek to obtain influence 
in a legitimate and, proper manner, 
and after ing it, use it forthe — 
who comé within our | 


| 
| 
of riches, so that we . 
the r to gather to | direction whic a tendency to. =| 
place of wrong, for instance, if there is a 
upon more | f by them a col and in: a 
mature reflection, have come to the: ence to the work of God, we might in ee 
our over zeal act. unwisely, and “so 4 
cause their lethargy to increase, in- ; 
| 
a 
sa 


WILL IT SAVE 


aphere of action, The world’s history, 
“as a whole, from Adam down to the 
present, furnishes many instances of 
strong, powerful minds. Some have 
- flourished whose light has been shed 
around, and then departed like the 
slashing meteor that’ flits athwart the 
aky, or “‘like the rainbow’s lovel 
form, eévanishing amid the storm,” 


leaving little or no impress behind. 


them to show that they had visited 
the earth, save the memory of their 
shortlived influe and brilliant, 
though evanescent display. Others 
have climbed -hill after hill, in their 
search.after truth, or, eagle like, soared 
aloft in the atmosphere of intelligence, 
while the*eyes of the whole world 
have been uplifted to them in admira- 
tion. Such men by the influence they 
wield, and by the right and proper 
use.of the power given thein by Him 
from whom we have received our indi- 
viduality and being, have left behind 
an indelible impress, and performed 
actions having an eternal bearing on 
the destiny of the millions of the hu- 
man family who, in the economy of 
God, have paid this earth a transitory 
visit. Others have gained influence 
and power, and used it wrongfully, 
by welding stronger the bonds which 
keep mankind in thraldom, and crush- 
ing and grinding the face of the poor 
and helpless, with oppression’s iron 
heel. hey have also left their im- 
ress behind, but their course has not 
produced lizht, but darkness, not free- 
dom, but slavery, not happiness, but 
war. We, as servants of God, can 
learn from observation of the course 
pursued by others, and steer our bark 
accordingly. Let us keep firm hold of 
the helm, that our course may be 
straight ahead amid all the circum- 
stances around us; let right be our 
compass, and it will guide us safely 
into the haven of eternal glory. We 
ought to be ready to relinquish life 
itself, rather than let go our hold of 
the wheel, and be tossed to and fro by 
every storm that blows. If we are 
desirous of gaining influence among 
the people, let us seek to obtain it in 
aright mauner, for in our anxiety to 
gain the confidence of those among 
whom we labor, we are sometimes 
- our administrations, to be 
id to do or say anything that 


THE PEOPLE? 


| would be likely to give offence, . A 


moderate feeling of this kindis good, 
bat, if indu in and given way to — 
in excess, it will lead those who do so 
to pass over wrongs which enght to be 
fluence an wer by neglecting | 
tell the people their Samy, Se will 
find ourselves, nee. f we cry 
peace, peace, when there is no 
we may fora short time gain aeenbe 
will of many, but it will be short-lived, 
the impression made by acting 
upon this principle, prove about as 
lasting as that made by the man who 
is represented in the fable as having 
attempted to dig a hole in the sea ; 
consequently, that course ought to be 
avoided as one that will not save the 
ple. In order to be powerful and 
influential with man, we will haye to 
-be powerful and influential with God, 
and to be powerful with him, we have 
te be obedient and humble, and ever 
ready to carry out his instructions as 
te ‘through those whom he has 
elegated as his servants, learn to let 
our judgment rule, and not our feel- 
ings, endeavoring always to subdue 
the evil which is within ourselves, and 
develop all the mental and physical 
energies and capabilities with which 
we are endowed. If we live in this 
manner we will grow, and there will 
be developed and concentrated within 
us an ever-increasing, ever-growing 
power, which will eriable us, when we 
are called to labor amongst the People, 
to beckon them with the hand of en- 
couragement, and point them along 
the path of progression, leading to 
the goal of eternal happiness and 
felicity. 
All who have a true conception of 
the character of God, acknowledge his 
lovingkindness and mercy, so that if 
we truly represent him as his servants, 
we must exercise this divine quality. 
Humanity is faulty and frail—*‘ to err 
is human, to forgive divine,”— and 
sometimes we do not exercise as much 
mercy as we ought to. It is notice- 
able in men ssing high moral 
qualities of mind, that often (caused 
perhaps by their great repugnance to 
evil) they are very exacting towards 


others, and desirous of bringing all 
up to the standard they themselves 
have set up whereby to guage hu- 
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as 
Ea itself iri all its different forms | 


and phases. It would be absolutely 
. absurd ‘to expect as much from some 


pers as we might consistently look. 
m others, When mén into 
error, it Is not always necessary for us 


‘to turn away from them, put, rather | 


with kind words of -enco 


endeavor to persuade them to turn | 
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(Continued from page 376.) 


HISTORY 


WILFORD ‘WOODRUFF. 
[FROM HIS OWN PEN, } 


CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. 
(Written at Great Salt Lake City, Feb. 1858.) 
On the 5th of October, 1846, while 
with the camp of Israel buil up 
“winter Quarters, on the west side of 
the Missouri .river, (then 


country) I passed through of the} si 


most painful and serious misfortunés 
of my life. I took my axe and went 
’ two anda half miles on to the bluffs to | 
cut some shingle cover my 
cabin ; was accompani two men. 
While the third was which | 
was an oak, over two feet in diameter 
I stepped behind it some ten feet, and 
also to ohe side the.same distance, 
where I thought I would be enti 
out of danger ; but when the tree 
there being a crook in the body of .it, 
which struck a knoll.on the ground, 
the whole shot endways 
the stump and hounded, and the butt 


of the tree struck me on the breast 


| 


and knocked me 
air 
falling 


t a standing 


and caught me against the. 


tree, 
before reaching the earth, .howe : 
I was liberated from them, ae | 
the ground upon my. feet, in 


y 
bruised. condition. left thigh the 


tree me in ite 
| 


{ came down betw 


am» badl 


hole of 
w length thane my. 


very 


co 


of miry 
nsequence of mi 


and vitals were so 


that at each step of the 
went through me tike an arrow. | 
tinued on horseback until 
on. 


Turkey 


creek, 
Winter Quarters 


ture 


and was. taken 
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vast variety and diverait: ex- | place on fis feet, tor 
Godlike to be amereifal. . 
jJealings with the hom.we 
jet us ertain thatguch 
scheme or policy will haye a tendemsy 
uragement | to the 
Save people. 4 
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89 HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


and carried to my wagon ina chair. 
I was met in the street by Presidents 
Brigham Young, H. C. Kimball and 
W. Richards and others, who assisted 
in carrying me to my family. Before 
laying me upon my bed, the Piedavecr 
laid hands upon me, rebuked my sufferin 
and distress in thenameof the Lord, an 

said I should live and not die. I was 
then laid upon my bed in my wagon, 
and as the invitee prophesied upon 
my heal, so it came to pass. I 
employed nophysician on this occasion, 
but was administered to by the Elders 
of Israel and nursed by my wife. I 
lay upon my bed unable to move until 
my breast bone bezan to knit together, 
which commenced on the ninth day. 
I began to walk about in twenty days; in 
thirty days from the time I was hurt 
I again commenced to do hard labor. 

July 5th, 1848.—While on a mission 
to the Eastern States, I drove my 
carriage, contaning myself and family 
into the door yard of brother James 
Williams in Iowa, to camp for the 
night. I tied my mules to a large oak 
tree several rods from the carriage. 
As we were about, to lay down in the 
carriage for the night, | was strongly 
impressed to go and move my rar 
from the oak tree, and also to move 
my carriage. I followed ‘the dictates 
of the spirit, and removed my mules to 
a small hickory grove, also moved my 
carriage several rods, and retired to 
rest. Inashort time a heavyrainstorm 
came on, which broke the tree near the 
ground, and laid it prostrate where my 
carriage had stood. Asit was, the top 
struck the hind end of the carriage ; 
the tree was two feet in diameter. 
Thus, by obeying the whisperings of 
the Spirit, myself and family were 
preserved. 

On the 21st day of April, 1856, 
while assisting to remove an ox that 
had died from poison and had been 
skinned, I inoculated my arm with 
poison and mortification ensued. The 
poison worked through my system for 
seven days before it showed itself out- 
wardly. On the 28th my arm began 
to swell, was in great pain and showed 
signs of mortification. I showed it to 
President Young, who advised me to 
cleanse my stomach immediately, and 
put on onion poultices, and anything 
that would draw the poison from my 


system into my arm, which counsel I 
immediately put in execution. The 
29th was another trying day to my 
life; the poison had so thoroughly 
penetrated my whole system, that m 
strength left me ; I could not stand, 
was led to my bed, my bowels and 
stomach ceased to act, my speech was 
like that of adrunken man. President 
Young called, in company with Dr. 
Sprague, and laid hands upon me, and 
rebuked the disease and the power of 
the destroyer which had seized my 
body, and promised me in the name of 
the Lord, that I should not die but live 
to finish my work which was appointed 
me uponthe earth. I soon began to re- 
cover. Thepoisonand mortification left 
my system and centred in my arm, and 
was drawn frommyarm through the aid 
of charcoal poultices, moistened with 
a strong decoction of wormwood, 
ragweed and wild sage ; the dead flesh 
was removed from my arm with 
instruments and lunar caustic, and in 
a few days 1 was well again. 

I have occupied considerable space 
in referring to those peculiar circum- 
stances which have attended me 
during life, and to sum the matter up 
it stands thus :—I have broken both 
legs—one in two places—both arms, 
my breast bone and three ribs, and 
had both ankles dislocated. I have 
been drowned, frozen, scalded and bit 
by a mad dog—have been in two water 
wheels under full head of water—have 
passed through several severe fits of 
sickness, and encountered poison in its 
worst forms—have landed in a piie of 
railroad ruins—have barely been 
missed by the passing bullets, and 
have passed through a score of other 
hair-breadth escapes. 

It has appeared miraculous to me, 
that with all the injaries and broken 
bones which I have had, I have nota 
lame limb, but have been enabled to 
endure the hardest labor, exposures 
and journeys —have often walked forty, 
fifty, and on one occasion, sixty miles 
ina day. The protection and mercy 
of God has been over me, and my life 
thus far has been preserved ; for which 
blessings I feel to render the gratitude 
of comm, ata to my Heavenly Father, 
praying that the remainder of my days 
may be spent in His service and in the 


building up of his kingdom. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1865, 


INFLUENCE OF EARLY AND JUDICIOUS TRAINING. 
In looking round upon the world at the present time, a reflective mind cannot 
but be struck by the existence of so many associations, infidel and religious, 
professing to solve the problem of social disaffection and discord, arid to have 
discovered some plan by which a complete regeneration can be effected, and 
society organized upon a just and proper basis. Each of these vary politically 
and socially, and frown upon eachother, the prophet of one school ridiculing 
the prophet of another school as a fanatic, and yet each believe that by follow- 
ing their instructions, the framework of society will be remodelled, and become 
complete and perfect. Yet, much as we may admire the zeal and earnestness 
manifested by some in their endeavors after this amelioration, we cannot pass 
by the fact that nutional depends upon individual regeneration, and that society 
will never be reformed collectively, unless those forming the integral parts 
that compose the one grand whole, are purified from existing evils, and taught 
principles of right and truth and justice, so that order and harmony may flow 
from each member through the social system, and pervade every element and 
part of its being. If we would wish to see a nation “‘ fearing God, and working 
righteousness,” wish to see the bulwarks of that nation strong and enduring, 
resisting alike the attacks of enemies from without, or the insidious flatteries 
and influences of those within, find its throne built upon equity, and love, and 
mercy, we would understand that such a desirable state of things had not been 
brought about simply by the organization of some society imbued with visionary 
schemes and Utopian ideas, but, accomplished by hard and patient and un- 
tiring labor, by each member comprehending the relationship he sustained to 
the whole, and, so elevating himself and properly training those whom God 
had given him, that each stood as a representation in embryo of that perfection 
and harmony, which would afterwards be exhibited in the whole. The family 
organization being the foundation of society, upon it the whole weight of the 
superstructure rests, and on the early training and proper development of 
youth, will depend whether moral worth and goodness, or error and wrong, 
characterize society. The centre of the social, as the sun is of the planetary 
system, from home should radiate benign and cheering influences, principles 
having a purifying tendency, bearing within them the elements of spiritual 
life and vigor, causing light and gladness to flow around, and so preparing the — 
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young and virgin soil for the reception of truth, that it may some day yieldy 
rich and abundant harvest. 
It is a paramount duty, and obligatory upon all, to instruct their childng 
aright, and mould their characters so that, although at first plastic and im. 
pressionable, they may afterwards become firmly and fully developed onal 
matters pertaining to their moral welfare and wellbeing. And more especially 
should this be so amongst those who have received and obeyed the Gospel. 
the Spartan nation, heathen and barbarian as it might be, could recognize the 
importance of early and proper training so clearly, as to make it a law for 
children to be educated at the expense of the State, how much more shoulda 
feeling like this animate the breasts of those who are in possession of the 
truth, and who wigh not alone to plant in the minds of men the principles of 
morality, but those higher truths revealed by heaven for the glory and exalta. 
tion of humanity. In the Gospel is to be found a system of education, em 
bracing truths adapted for every capacity, every grade of intellect, truths the 
most sublime and yet the most simple, so that a child may learn them, anda 
wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err therein. The majority of educs- 
tional systems have merely laid down and prescribed a fixed rule and 
standard for the guidance of all, not recognizing the variety of character exist 
ing, nor adapting themselves to the different wants and capabilities of different 
individuals. And the things taught by them have been so uncongenial to 
youth, so dry and formal, and opposed to the fresh and verdant feelings per- 
vading its breast, that instead of opening up the intellect, or purifying the 
springs of thought and affection, they have stunted the growth of the faculties 
and left the heart dry and barren. But, the Gospel harmonizes so well with 
man’s nature, responding to the yearnings and aspirations of the immortal 
spirit, that instead of checking and retarding the growth of that spirit, or the 
Strength of the physical system, it causes both to grow and expand, and work 
together in unity and love. The Lord, in a revelation given unto his servants 
in these latter days, has instructed the Saints to teach their children the 
principles of the Gospel, attaching a penalty to their neglect or failure— 
namely, that ‘“‘they shall be had in remembrance before the judge of his 
people ;” and with these instructions given unto them, and the knowledge that 
upon their actions now will depend the future greatness and usefulness of thelr 
children in the kingdom of God, parents should strive to educate them ina 
right and proper manner. By education, we do net altogether imply that 
conventional system in vogue, of sending children to school for a few years, 
storing their minds with useless accomplishments, or the’ principles of 
abstract sciences, and forgetting to nurture the germ of good within them, and 
destroy any lurking tendency to evil. There is one branch of training whi 
ought not to be neglected, and that is, what children give themselves, that ut- 
conscious education which they receive from things around them, those im- 
pressions, visual or otherwise, which their minds are continually taking 1. 
And the nature of these impressions depends, therefore, upon the guardians f 
children. Education begins long before a child goes to school. The parent 
er ae ra his little ones, and points them to the glory of the flowers, 
of the stars, and bids them hearken to the melody of 
mp ic of winds and waters, is implanting things worthy of atten “ 
young minds, and forming impressions which will never fade nor! 
effaced. Besides the fact of such a method of instruction having 4 beneficial 
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tendency upon the minds of youth, and imbuing them with a love for the 
beautiful and sublime; if it is conducted in a proper manner, it will lead their 
thoughts “from nature, up to nature’s God,” showing them, that behind 
the operation of natural laws, there is a greater invisible power superintending 
snd directing the whole, and giving to all its vitality and beauty. Through 
this means, the idea of a Divine providential government would be implanted 
rithin their hearts, and they would look upon nature more as a mirror in 
rhich Deity could be seen, than as men generally do, as a beautifully arranged 
machine, made by some supreme power, but afterwards left to move along in 
scertain course, without a sustaining and guiding influence. Years may roll 
on, bringing with them cares and troubles, and the joyous, laughing youth be 
transformed into the grave and venerable sage, yet, still the memory of that 
time will baunt him like a pleasant dream, in imagination he will travel back 
to infancy, to his childhood’s home, live that time over again, and feel better 
able to battle with the world after the gleam of sunshine flung across his path. 
Home should be made so that in future years it can be looked back to with 
pleasure, associated with the thoughts of a mother’s kindness and a father’s 
counsel, and radiant with the halo of love and peace that reigned within its 
Walls, 

Children often receive things told them by others, with a certain amount of 
reserve or suspicion, and more will depend upon what they perceive in the 
actions or deeds of those with whom they mingle, than what they are told by 
them ; hence the necessity for avoiding every appearance of evil before them. 
Heathen philosophers knew the importance of this, and endeavored to inculcate 
it as the duty of all. The observations and reflections a child makes, will have 
an influence on its character in the futuxe for good or evil, more than any 
lectures that ever were delivered. It is not enough that exhortations should 
be used in order to lead it to the practice of certain principles, but, also, that 
these principles should be practically followed out and exemplified in the lives 
of its instructors. Parents should not only refrain from setting a bad ex- 
ample, but at the same time set a good one, not only seem virtuous, but really 
aud truly be so, and this will exert an immeasurably superior influence, to the 
conduct of those who practice wrong in the sight of their children, and warn 
them from following their example, on account of the evil results flowing from 
scommission. If children are gratified in all their desires, such @ course 
will make them, as they grow older, not only more capricious, but also implant 
Within them feelings which will not actuate them to sacrifice such desires for 
the benefit of others, but rather lead them to be indfferent to the happiness of 
all, so long as they can satisfy their own passions. Through this means, 
misery and woe have been diffused amongst nations and governments. Princes 
and others haye, through mistaken kindness, been indulged in each appetite 
and desire, and wholesome, moral training neglected as unnecessary, un 
at last, after assuming power and authority, blind to every holy and virtuous 
feeling, and closing their eyes to the divine rights enjoyed not alone ae — 
but also by beggars, they have sacrificed life and honor at the shrine 
wad ambition and unhallowed lust. Still, by this we do not mean to — 
lage parents to practice such a strict course of discipline and culture, a8 em 
lead their children to be governed by fear instead of love, nor oa saa 
Jeatuings of the young heart after knowledge. Children are extremely — 
uk questions at their parents, in regard to things which the parents may 
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foolish and unnecessary for them to know, and, as a consequence, they ar 
rebuked for so doing. It is, however, the province and the duty of parents to 
elicit thought, gently, mayhap, and gradually, but yet surely, and to favor the 
development of every idea germinating [within the mind. Under the warm 
and genial influence of a parent’s smile, it will be matured and flourish in 
perfect vizor, whereas the other course will discourage the young faculties in 
their search after truth. When a young plant throws out its tendrils, finding 
something to cling to, life flows freely through it, and it springs upward 
joyously ; but, if it finds nothing to assist it in its growth, it will droop and 
langaish, and mayhap die. The rosy flush of hope and the golden glow of 
anticipation, light up the cheek of youth, and these should be cherished, 
Their future may seem dark to us, but to them it looms up brilliant as the 
walls of a fairy palace. Thorns and thistles may be around them, but they 
see nothing but roses in their path, and although it may seem necessary some 
times to check the wild exuberance and florid imagination of youth, they will 
find the realities of life soon enough, without their young lives being em- 
bittered by a constant round of daily tortures, inflicted by those who pride 
themselves on the discipline and training they subject their children unto. 
The warm impulses of their nature ought not to be cramped by the cold forma 
lities of the world. It is refreshing to gaze upon their innocence and truth. 
They do not veil hollow arts with false smiles, nor hide deceit and bypocrisy 
with sweet and honeyed words, but exercise that charity which ‘thinketh no 
evil,” and teach a lesson to the philosopher and the sage. It is wrong t 
initiate them into the ways of life when infants, as it checks their confidence 
and simplicity, and makes them share our sorrows before they are capable of 
entering into ourenjoyments. We have seen children set up on a pedestal, 80 
to speak, flattered and caressed and fondled for the dawning of genius they 
exhibited, and they have grown up brilliant and dazzling, astonishing men 
mayhap, by their learning, and yet devoid of the principle that would make 
them truly loved and reverenced. Gentle words of encouragement should be 
given them. They should not be praised to make them prond, but com- 
mended to make them ambitious and energetic to please. The desire of praise 
ought not to be the principle on which they should be taught to act, still, they 
ouzht to feel that the approbation of their parents is desirable. Nor should 
they always be found fault with, as such a course will soon break a child’s 
spirit, and destroy its delicate texture. Foster and encourage them in their 
legitimate studies, show them the results flowing from the performance of any 
act, teach them to have an end and motive in all they do, and learn them the 
relationship present acts have to future happincss and misery. Do not des- 
troy the frank and open feelings of youth, by inculcating upon them habits of 
secrecy in regard to your actions. If the cloudless heaven of youth should 
thus be overcast, from learning to keep your secrets, they will begin to rg 
to keep their own. Do nothing before them but what could be published om 
the house tops, and from you the same principle will flow to them, until the 
principles of right and truth and equity take such an abiding hold upon them, 
that they will be able to rise up in the strength and majesty of heaven, mon 
ments of a parent’s discipline and love. On this depends their future happl 
te a : ay when he makes up his jewels, and say, ‘‘ Lord, these 47 
y whom thou has given unto me,” and receive his smile, and hear them 
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as blessed, or whether neglecting the responsibility resting upon us, we cause 


ve them to swerve from the truth, and thus receive a greater condemnation. 
or the «Jo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his 
warm wat As arrows are in the hand of a mighty maa, so are children of thé 
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youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them : they shall not 
be ashamed, bat they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.” 


Se aN RES Brigham Young, jun., accompanied by his wife 
and child, and Elders David P. Kimball and Heber J. Richards, left London 


on the 4th inst., for the Continent, purposing visiting Holland and Switzer- 
land, and the Saints scattered throughout these countries. 


r~ ARRIVALS.—We are in receipt of mails from America, with letters from 
Elders Taylor, Shearman, Reynolds and Barfoot.\Brother Reynolds arriy 

in New York per steamship Persia, on the 31st ult., in good health and spiri 
Our readers will also be pleased to learn from the letter published in this week’s 
Stak, of the safe arrival of the emigant ship Belle Wood. Brother Shearman, 
in writing, expresses himself to the effect, that taking into consideration the 
usual inconveniences of a sea voyage, the passage (31 days) was very pleasant. 
The provisions furnished, with the exception of the peas, were first class, and 
had given great satisfaction. The extras and comforts provided by the Church 
were abundant in quantity, excellent in quality, and gratefully appreciated 
by the Saints, who also speak highly of the untiring exertions of brother Shear- 
man and his counsellors on their behalf. Elder Thomas Taylor was well, but 
busy arranging for the departure of the Saints to Wyoming, and anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of the B. S. Kimball with the Scandinavian emigrants. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


\ ERI the ship was divided into nine wards, 
| ii ‘Ship bol Wood. with the following Elders as Presi- 


P-esidents Wells and Young dents :—1st ward, Charles Carpenter > 
Dear Brethren, — After 


2nd ward, E. F, Bird ; 3rd'ward, 
ture of yourselves, and the Elders who | liam Willes ; Simp 


xcompanied your visit to | Sth ward, F. ward, M. P. 


our vessel in the Mersey, we all s Walters ; 6th ; 
pans after you, with only | 7th ward, G. 
known to Saints who have long en- | Alfred Lee ; Pintos was 
joyed each other’s society, until your | Elder Robert. f the guard and 
forms were no longer distinguishable, pointed a Ed “Geo Rims clerk. 
when we turned our attention tc the too sick to 
Practical duties befure us, and pro-| Most of the people 
ceeded to get the luggage below, and | attempt to ho 38 were well were 
made secure for ue night. day, end thoes in ministering to the. 
then held a council meeting, at which | busily occupied gett i 
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comfort of the rest. The number of. 
aged, feeble and sick, rendered it 
necessary to appoint some persons 
whose special business it should be to 
attend tothem. Accordingly, Elder 
William Willes, and a Female Sanitary 
Committee, consisting of sisters Cecilia 
Campbell, Maria Wixley and Elise- 
man Savage, were appointed to that 
important labor of love. This office 
they cheerfully accepted, and faitb- 
fully performed the onerous duties 
devolving upon them, dispensing sago, 
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| dents to preside alternately, and direg 


tapioca, arrowroot, hot tea, coffee, 


sonp, boiled rice, and dried apple | wards cooked in rotation, commenci 
sauce, with other little luxuries, which | with the Ist ward one morning, 


were carefully prepared, and proved 
very grateful and nourishing to the 
invaliuls. By the kindness of Captain | 
Freeman in permitting these nourish- 
ments to be prepared at his own 
galley, it enabled us to supply the | 
sick with a little light refreshment at | 
an earlier hour than could have been | 
done at our own fire, which was 


source of much comfort to many in a_ 
debilitated condition. The Saints are | 
unanimous in their expressions of | 
satisfaction and gratitude, for the | 
liberal provision made by you for 
their comfort and health on the voy- 
age. It was really amusing, if not 
interesting, to watch the variety and | 
number of dishes sent to the galley, | 
and many on board lived better than | 
they had done for many years. 

Sister Campbell and her associates | 
were untiring in their exertions both: 
day and night, to nourish and nurse 
the sick, and to the providences of the. 
Lord, the ministrations of the Elders 
and these careful attendants, including 
Elder William Willes, may be attri- 
buted the rapid recovery of many, and 
the general good health that has been 
enjoyed. 

_ Elder Barfoot has proved himself 
mvaluable, having been most efficient 
in the discharge of his duties as 

nger steward, and both he and 

Ider Fowler merit the gratitude of 
the whole ship’s company for their in- 
defatigable labors. We would not 
omit to mention Dr. Fitzpatrick, who 
by his gentlemanly, mild and obliging 
manners, and by his patient and con. 
stant attention to the sick, has proved 


himself a man emin 
Dialihon. ently suited to the 


held on the quarter deck, where the 


To supply the Saints with reguy 
meals, an organization of brethren fo. 
cooking was formed. Elders Shay 
and Holt were appointed superintep. 


the labors of brothers May, Wise 
South, Richards and Bowen, who 
were very vigilant and patient in the 
discharge of their duties, supplying 
three good meals aday. The Saints 
were notified to prepare their dishes 
which were brought to and taken 
from the galley, by brethren appointed 
for that purpose from each ward. The 


an 


the 9th ward the next. Water and 
provisions were served in the same 
order. This arrangement gave the 
middle wards about the same hour for 
cooking every day, and gave general 
satisfaction. 

Our first Sunday meeting, May 7th, 
by the permission of the captain, was 


mate, Mr. Graystone, had prepared a 
sort of pulpit by spreading the union 
jack on the harness cask, and had also 
arranged seats for the accommodation 
of the Elders. The ship’s bell was 
tolled for half an hour previous to 
each meeting. The captain, officers, 
and as many of the crew as could con- 
veniently do so, favored us with their 
presence, and paid marked attention. 


|1t is but justice to the officers of pe 


ship to state that, during every meet 
ing which was held upon deck, they 


/maintained the strictest order and 


decorum among the crew. The Sacra- 
ment was administered, and addresses 
were given by several of the Elders. 
The Spirit of the Lord was copiously 
poured out upon both speakers and 
hearers, and your presence was 
that was lacking to make it equal to 
any Conference that we have had the 
pleasure of attending in England. The 
speeches were powerful, animated and 
instructing, inspiring each heart t 
renewed diligence and faithfulness, 
and were very comforting to We 
afflicted. All the wards had meetings 
morning and evening, at which prayer 
were said, and instructing rem 
made by their Presidents, and fre- 
uent testimony meetings were held. 
he weather governed us in the choice 
of deck or steerage to hold our meet 
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in, A council meeting was held 


ular ly at 3 p.m., to provide for any 
for entingency that might arise, and to 
hay ontinue to arrange for order, comfort 
ten nd cleanliness. 

Brotbers Fowler, Palmer and Stone- 
18¢, honse, were appointed a committee to 
rho make arrangements for social parties 


for the recreation of the Saints, at 
which well-selected pieces were recited, 
snd anthems and songs, both spiritual 
wd secular, were executed in a very 
eeditable manner. A small brass 
band, assisted by one or two good 
riolinists, also by a flute and clarionet, 
made sweet melody to beguile the 
kisure hours of onr trip, and filled 
the air with pleasant strains of music. 
Among the amusements may be classed 
the publication of a ‘paper, entitled 
the Belle Wood Gazette, Elder George 
Sims, editor, in which daily appeared 
sundry communications from different 
correspondents, telegrams from vari- 
ous parts of the world, poetical con- 
tributions, reports of the board of 
health, advertisements for matrimonial 
alliances, lost property, essays, edi- 
lorial instructions, &c. 

Union and good feeling characterized 
the conduct of the Saints during the 
eitire trip, and our hearts are thank- 
ful to Him who rules on high, for the 
operations of his Holy Spirit, which 
produced these most desirable results. 

We regret to have to inform you of 
three deaths that have occurred during 
the voyage. First, John Edwin Heff- 
tran, of consumption, on May 16th, 
born Jan. 5, 1864, at Dinapore, Ben- 
gil, East Indies. Second, William 
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James Hazell, of convulsions, onthe 
24th of May, born March 12, 1864, at 
London. ird, Ann Eyre, of gene~ 
ral debility, brought on by dysentery, 
on the 28th inst., born in Eckington, 
Lincolnshire, in 1798. A few cases 
of measles have occurred, bat which. 
have all terminated favorably. 

The pilot boarded us this afternoon, 
(May 30th,) and as we hope to anchor. 
in New York bay tomorrow, we are 
preparing our letters to send on shore 
by the captain. 

We have had an exceedingly plea- 
sant voyage thus far, having experi- 
enced very little rough weather, but 
considerable rain.’ Captain Freeman 
has been gentlemanly, courteous and 
patient in his intercourse with us, has 
proved himself a skilful and careful 
officer, expresses himself as highly 
pleased with his passengers, and very 
desirous of carrying our people in 
future. 

We feel thankful to our Father in 
heaven for his protecting care which 
has been over us, and the many bles- 
sings we have enjoyed from his hands. 
We earnestly pray for a continuance: 
of his goodness and protection during 
our further journeyings, and for the 
choicest blessings that accompany his 
Holy Spirit to rest upon ane and all 
the faithful Elders and Saints over 
whom you preside. Your brethren in 
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W. H. SHEARMAN, 


C. B. Tay tor, 
W. S. S. 


Grorcs Sis, Clerk. 


VARIETIES. 


EMPLOYMENT. —Nothing serves more effectively to lightem the calamities of life than 


and interesting employment. 
NDUSTRY.—There is no art or science 


It conquers all enemies, and makes fortune itselt by contribution. 
Never go back, unless you find y 
ength. Determination is omnipotent. If the p 
to your soul, aD 


BIERMINATION, — 
with all your str 
kened, put the fire of resolution 


can extinguish, 


Catchine tHe Accent.—A fashionable Irish gen 


‘al about Cheltenham, was observed to 
tongue out as he went along. Curran, 


“Oh,” said he, rT he’s trying to catch the 


$ countryman’s motive for giving the i 


that is too difficult for industry to attain to. 


What you attempt, 
rospect be somewhat 
that nothing but 
tleman, driving 
have the not very graceful habit of lo 


sked what he thought 
who was there, of ie such an : 


ou are wrong. 


d kindle a flame 


lish accent.” 
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